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a Republican have credit for a proposal, which it
was declared "will command more votes than any
other measure pending before the House looking
towards a reduction in taxation; and favorable
action on this proposition will not interfere with
other efforts that are being made to reduce the
burden of the people."

Speaker Carlisle, however, refused to allow the
House to consider the matter, on the ground that
negotiations with Randall and his friends for
concerted party action had so far been fruitless.
"Among other things," he wrote, "we proposed to
submit the entire subject to a caucus of our politi-
cal friends, with the understanding that all parties
would abide by the result of its action. . . . We
have received no response to that communication,
and I consider that it would not be proper under
the circumstances, for me to agree to a course of
action which would present to the House a simple
proposition for the repeal of the internal revenue
tax on tobacco, snuff and cigars, to the exclusion
of all other measures for the reduction of taxa-
tion." The letter closed by "sincerely hoping
that some plan may yet be devised which will
enable the House to consider the whole subject of
revenue reduction."